Buchholz member of growing group 


Camas resident recalls 


last 100 years 


Sharon Michael 
Poor Record Staff _ 
~ Gertrude Buchholz is a member of 
one of the fastest growing demo- 

i in the United States, 

graphic groups in = 
She just celebrated her 100th birth- 
day on March 2 . z 

‘The new centenarian experienced 
radio, automobiles and airplanes 
when they represented cutting edge 
technology. She has also lived 
through two world wars and the fear 
and suspicion generated by those 
wars. be 
Today, Buchholz, » Camas resi- 
dent, is still fascinated by change and 
current events. “Things are changing 
so fast now,” she said. But it wasn't a 
complaint. She includes in her list of 
interests “history, geography, music 
and new things that are happening.” 
She said she watches mosily news 
and documentaries on television. 

“The first time 1 heard radio they 
had earphones so only one could lis- 
ten at once,” said Buchholz. “We 
took tums. That was something spe- 
cial.” 

“When they first started having au- 
tomobiles, my Uncle Ed had one, but 
he practiced in the field,” she said. 
“The horses were afraid of cars.” The 
first automobile she rode in was a Ford 
Model T, but she never learned to 
drive. “We didn’t have a car until 1927 
or *28. My husband used it to go to 
work. It was quile an experience to get 
in a car then,” recalled Buchholz. “lt 
was something special.” 

Buchholz met her husband at a box 
social at her church when she was at- 
tending Lewiston Normal School 
training to be a school teacher, When 
Buchholz, then Gertrude Uhri, took a 
teaching job in southern Idaho, 
young Gustof LeRoy Buchholz rode 
his horse from Lewiston to her 
school near Caldwell to visit her. She 
suid ba.slegtce his barmo.cn iho pay 


‘The school where she ‘taught was 
“near the hot springs, but there was 
ho town. They needed a teacher, and 
no one wanted to go,” said Buchholz. 
She said she was told, “You said you 
wanted to be a teacher, and they need 
4 teacher there.” So she went. 

Buchholz said the one-room 
school house was about the same as 
the school she went to near Hum- 
bali, Neb., where she was born, 


with fondness 


“When I started to school, I 
walked two miles. All children 
walked to school then. {t was a little 
‘white schoothouse,” said Buchholz. 
She said the school was heated by a 
wood stove, and there was a wood- 
shed and (wo outhouses behind the 
school. “We played outside and lined 
up to go in the door. We couldn't talk 
inside,” she added. The school year 
was only six months long, because 
the students had to help on family 
farms during planting and harvest 
times. 

The school where she taught was 


“The first time I 
heard radio they had 
earphones so only 
one could listen at 
once. We took turns. 
That was something 
special.” 


— Gertrude Buchholz 


“in the desert, near the Snake River.” 
She arrived in a lumber wagon driven 
by a school board member and she 
lived with his family in a house that 
consisted of a kitchen, living room 
and two bedrooms. She had to share 
a bed with the family’s young daugh- 
ter. 

One family had to cross the river in 
@ boat to transport their children to 
school “if ‘thie weather was OK.” 
When theifrgrandmother wanted to 
meet her, @uhholz had to cross the 
river in a boat. 

During "Wadi! War I the schoo! was 
closed. People moved out to get jobs 
elsewhere. she explained. “I went 
back to Melrose, Idaho, to get mar- 
ried,” she said. Her new busband en- 
listed in the army and later fought in 
France and Germany. Before he went 
overseas, he went home to Nebraska, 
where Buchholz was living with her 
parents, to see his new daughter, 
Elizabeth. 
jDotele ait oy Spe often to 

husband, wrote many 
letters to her, but neither of them ever 


Following the war, the young fam-_ 
moved back to the farm at Mel- 
near her husband's parents 
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Buchholz and her husband moved 
Sica i Sei ues 
next door to her oldest son, Jack 


john). in a way, to 
she sad, but she loves 


-_—_— a — F = ~ Seoraare - . 

Sidhe rdurizaon st Awe and saat oy ear upon television. She said if her eyes'ware better, she would like.to try to 
n enjoys keeping up on lear to use a home computer. Staff | 
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